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I. Candle Lighting
We light the Festival lights which remind us of the Eternal Spirit within each of us. 


Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam, a-sher ki-de-sha-nu b'mitz-vo-tav, ve-tzi-va-nu le-had-lik ner shel (Shabbat v'shel) Yom Tov. 

We praise You, God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who hallows our lives with the commandment of kindling the (Sabbath and) Festival lights. 


II. Karpas: The Greens of Springtime
We taste the greens of Spring which we dip into salt water-- the remembrance of the tears shed by our ancestors enslaved in Egypt. 


Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam, bo-rei p'ri ha- adamah. 


We praise You, God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who brings forth the fruit of the earth. 


III. Our Freedom: The First Cup
We drink the first of four cups of wine to recall God's promise of redemption: "I am the Lord, and I will free you from the burdens of the Egyptians." (Ex. 6.6) 


Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam borei p'ri ha-ga-fen. 

We praise You, God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine.
On the first night of Passover, we thank God for the year of life that has allowed us to celebrate this festival. 


Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam she-he-che-ya-nu ve-ki-ye-ma-nu ve-hi-gi-a-nu la-ze-man ha-zeh. 


We praise You, God, Sovereign of the Universe, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this day. 

(Drink the first cup of wine.) 

IV. Yahatz: Our Invitation to Those in Need
We invite the hungry and the poor to share the unleavened bread which our ancestors prepared in their haste to depart from Egypt. We lift up these matzot, and welcome those in need. We invite them to share in the celebration of Passover. Breaking the middle of three matzot, we declare: 

Ha-lach-ma ahn-ya de ah-chal-oo ah-va-ha-ta-nah b'ar-ah d'mitz-rah-yeem. 

This is the bread of affliction 
which our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. 
May all who are hungry come and eat. 
May all who are in need 
share in the Festival of Passover. 


V. Ma Nishtana: The Four Questions 
Our children question us about the sacred nature of this Passover celebration by asking: 

Mah nish-ta-na ha-lei-lah ha-zeh mi-kol ha-lei-lot? 

Why is this night different from all other nights? 


Sheh-be-hol ha-lei-lot a-nu oh-lin ha-metz u-matzah. Ha-lai-lah ha-zeh, ku-lo ma-tzah. 

On all other nights we eat either leavened bread or matzah. Why, on this night, do we eat only matzah? 


Sheh-be-hol ha-lei-lot a-nu oh-lin sh'ar y'-ra-kot. Ha-lei-lah ha-zeh, maror. 

On all other nights we eat all kinds of herbs. Why, on this night, do we eat only bitter herbs? 


Sheh-be-hol ha-lei-lot ein a-nu mat-bi-lin a-fi-lu pa-am e-hat. Ha-lai-lah ha-zeh, sh-tai fi-ah-mim. 

On all other nights we do not dip herbs. Why, on this night, do we dip them twice? 


Sheh-be-hol ha-lei-lot a-nu och-lin bayn yosh-vin ou-vein mis-u-bin. Ha-lai-lah ha-zeh, ku-la-nu mis-u-bin. 

On all other nights we eat sitting or reclining upon pillows. Why on this night, do we eat only reclining upon pillows? 


VI. Arba Banim: The Four Children
Every child is unique and must be engaged in dialogue and discussion according to his or her level of understanding. 

We respond in different ways to each of the four types of children: the wise one, the difficult one, the simple one and the one who is unable to understand. 

1. The wise one asks, "What are the precepts, laws, and observances which our God has commanded us?"   To the wise one we explain the observances of the Passover in complete detail. 

2. The difficult one asks, "What is this observance to you?   By saying "to you" this child removes him or herself from the community of Israel. Nevertheless, we patiently tell the story that belongs to all Jews. 

3. The simple one asks, "What is the meaning of all of this?"   To this child we retell the story from the very beginning. 

4. One child is unable to ask.   Even this child is deserving of hearing the Passover story. 

VII. Maggid: The Narration
The story begins with the convenant between God and Abraham-- a promise to future generations. Abraham and Sarah gave birth to Isaac; Isaac and Rebekkah gave birth to Jacob; Jacob and Rachel gave birth to Joseph. 

A famine spread throughout the region. Jacob and his family went to Egypt for food to feed the hungry. Joseph, already in Egypt, had become Pharaoh's chief advisor. His wisdom and vision led Egypt through this time of famine. The Egyptians had made provision for this disaster according to Joseph's plan. 

After Joseph's death, "a new king arose over Egypt who did not know of Joseph." (Ex. 1:8) Pharaoh said, "The Israelites are too numerous for us. Let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they increase and rise up against us." (Ex. 9-10) 

Enslaved in Egypt, our people's life was embittered. "The Israelites complained because of their bondage, and their cries for help rose up to God. And God heard of their suffering, and God remembered the covenant made long ago . . ." (Ex. 2:23,24) This is the covenant made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel. 

"And God brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm." (Deut. 26:8) 

The time the Israelites dwelt in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. At the end of the four hundred and thirtieth year, to the very day, the Israelites departed from the land of Egypt. This very night is remembered by the children of Israel in every generation. (Ex. 12:40-42) 

We raise our cups and praise the God Who kept faith with the people Israel. For more than one enemy has risen against us to destroy us, but God's promise of redemption in ancient days has always sustained us. 


VIII. Makkot Mitzrayim: The Plagues of Egypt
Our tradition teaches that God is the Guardian of all humankind. When the Egyptians were drowning and the Israelites rejoiced, God rebuked them, saying "My creatures perish and you sing?" 

We temper our happiness and show compassion for all who suffer by spilling one drop of wine for each of the plagues visited upon Egypt, as we recite: 

	Dam
	Blood

	Tze-far-de-ah
	Frogs

	Kin-nim
	Lice

	Ar-ov
	Wild Beasts

	De-ver
	Blight

	Shechin
	Boils

	Ba-rad
	Hail

	Ar-beh
	Locusts

	Ho-schech
	Darkness

	Mak-kat Be-cho-rot
	Slaying of the First-Born 



IX. DAYENU
We show our gratitude for each of the many ways God protected the Israelites as they journeyed from slavery to freedom. We acknowledge that each saving act would have been sufficient. Nevertheless, we are grateful for God's manifold gifts. 

Had God brought us out of Egypt and not divided the sea for us, Dayenu! It would have been enough!

Had God divided the sea and not permitted us to cross on dry land, Dayenu!
Had God kept us for forty years in the desert and not fed us with manna, Dayenu!
Had God fed us with manna and not given us the Sabbath, Dayenu!
Had God given us the Sabbath and not led us to Mount Sinai, Dayenu!
Had God led us to Mount Sinai and not given us the Torah, Dayenu!
Had God given us the Torah and not led us into the Land of Israel, Dayenu!
Had God led us into the Land of Israel and not built for us the Temple, Dayenu!
Had God built for us the Temple and not sent us prophets of truth, Dayenu!
Had God sent us prophets of truth and not made us a holy people, Dayenu! 

All sing: Dayenu

Elu ho-tzi-a-nu, ho-tzi-a-nu mi-mitz-ra-yim, Dayenu 


Elu na-tan la-nu, na-tan la-nu et ha-Shabbat, Da-yenu 


Elu na-tan la-nu, na-tan la-nu et ha-Torah, Dayenu 


X. The Three Ancient Symbols: Pesach, Matzah and Maror
Rabbi Gamliel taught that pesach, matzah, and maror teach the meaning of Passover. 

The pesach (paschal lamb) symbolizes the blood of the paschal lamb used to signify Israelite homes so that God "passed over" their houses. 

The matzah recalls the hasty flight from Egyptian bondage-- when the Israelites' bread was not given sufficient time to rise. 

The maror symbolizes the bitterness of life under the Egyptian taskmasters and the bitterness of slavery as we read: "And they embittered their lives with harsh labor, with mortar and bricks and all sorts of work in the field, with all the tasks ruthlessly imposed upon them." (Ex. 1:14) 

In every generation, all Jews should feel as though we ourselves had gone forth from Egypt, as it is written: "And you shall explain to your child on that day, it is because of what God did for me when, I, myself, went forth from Egypt." (Ex. 13:8) 

XI. Hallel: Song of Praise
Once again we raise our cups to affirm our desire to give thanks and blessing for the miracles of our liberation: the movement from servitude to freedom, from tragedy to joy, from mourning to celebration, from darkness to Divine light, from enslavement to redemption. 

Together, let us sing a new song before God. Hallelujah! 

Give praise, servants of God
Praise the name of God.
Blessed be the name of God
From this time forth and for ever.
From the rising of the sun to its going down
God's name is to be praised 


XII. Our Deliverance: The Second Cup
We drink the second cup of wine to recall God's promise of liberation: I will deliver you from their bondage..." (Ex. 6.6) 

Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam bo-rei p'ri ha-ga-fen. 

We praise You, God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine. 


XIII. Blessings Before the Meal
"Remember this day on which you went free from Egypt, the house of bondage, how the Lord freed you from it with a mighty hand. No leavened bread shall be eaten." (Ex. 23:3) 


We eat the matzah-- the bread of afflication, and we remember God's protection as we say: 


Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam ha-mo-tzi le-chem min ha-ar-etz. 

We praise You, God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who brings forth bread from the earth. 


Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam, a-sher ki-de-sha-nu b'mitz-vo-tav, ve-tzi-va-nu al a-chi-lat ma-tzah. 

We praise You, God, Sovereign of the Universe, who makes our lives sacred with mitzvot and commands us to eat matzah. 

As Hillel did in the days of the great Temple in Israel, we take bitter herbs and charoset-- reminder of the mortar used by the Israelites during the time of their slavery in Egypt-- and place them between two pieces of matzah. As we prepare to eat this ancient combination we say: 


Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai, E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam, a-sher ki-de-sha-nu b'mitz-vo-tav, ve-tzi-va-nu al a-chi-lat ma-ror. 

We praise you, God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who sanctifies us and commands us to eat maror. 


XIV. Shulcan Orech: The Meal is Served
(The meal may begin with the egg dipped in salt water, a reminder of the emergence of springtime and life reborn.) 

XV: Tzafun: The Search for the Hidden Matzah
(Following the meal, the children may look for the afikoman which the leader has hidden. The Seder can not be concluded until everyone has eaten a piece of the afikoman. The afikoman is the last thing to be eaten at the meal, so that the matzah might be the final taste of the Seder.) 


XVI: Birkat Hamazon: Grace after Meal 


Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai ha-zan et ha-kol. 

We praise You, God, Who provides food unto all. 


XVII. Our Redemption: The Third Cup of Wine
We drink the third cup of wine to recall God's promise of freedom:
As it is written: "I will redeem you with an outstretched arm." (Ex. 6:6) 


Ba-ruch A-ta A-do-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam bo-rei p'ri ha-ga-fen. 

We praise You, God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine. 


XVIII. Kos Eliyahu: The Cup of Elijah
Elijah is associated with the coming of the Messiah, when all peoples will recognize the unity of God, a time when justice will reign throughout the world. We open the door for Elijah and pour a cup of wine, symbolizing the fulfillment of this messianic promise for us and for all the world. 


Eh-lee-ya-hu ha-na-vee, Eh-lee-ya-hu ha-tish-bee, Eh-lee-ya-hu, Eh-lee-ya-hu, Eh-lee-ya-hu, ha-gil-a-dee. 

Bim-hey-ra v'ya-mey-nu, ya-vo e-ley-nu, Im-ma-shi-ach ben Da-vid. (2x) 

(The door is closed.) 

XIX. SONGS OF PASSOVER


Had Gadya
Chorus
My father bought for two zuzim 

Had gad-ya, Had gad-ya. 


1. Then came the cat 
And ate the kid
(Chorus) 

2. Then came the dog
And bit the cat
That ate the kid
(Chorus) 

3. Then came the stick
And beat the dog
That bit the cat
That ate the kid
(Chorus) 

4. Then came the fire
And burned the stick
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat
That ate the kid
(Chorus) 

5. Then came the water
And quenched the fire
That burned the stick
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat
That ate the kid
(Chorus) 

6. Then came the ox 
And drank the water
That quenched the fire
That burned the stick
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat
That ate the kid
(Chorus) 

7. Then came the butcher
And killed the ox
That drank the water
That quenched the fire
That burned the stick
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat
That ate the kid 

(Chorus) 

8. Then came the angel of death
And slew the butcher
That killed the ox
That drank the water
That quenched the fire
That burned the stick
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat
That ate the kid
(Chorus) 

9. Then came the Holy One, blessed be God,
And destroyed the angel of death
That slew the butcher
That killed the ox
That drank the water
That quenched the fire
That burned the stick
That beat the dog 
That bit the cat
That ate the kid 

(Chorus)



Adir Hu 


A-dir hu, A-dir hu
Yiv-neh vie-to b'ka-rov, bim-hei-rah,
bim-hei-rah, b'ya-mei-nu b'ka-rov.
El b'nai, El b'nai, b'nai vet-cha, b'ka-rov. 

God of Might,
God of Right,
Thee we give all glory.
Thine all praise in these days
As in ages hoary.
When we hear, year by year
Freedom's wondrous story. 

Now as erst, when Thou first
Made'st the proclamation,
Warning loud ev'ry proud, 
Ev'ry tyrant nation,
We Thy fame still proclaim
Bowed in adoration. 

Be with all who enthrall
To their tasks are driven;
In Thy power speed the hour
When their chains are riven;
Earth around will resound
Gleeful hymns to heaven. 

Oseh Shalom 


Oseh sha-lom bim-ro-mav, hu ya-a-seh sha-lom
A-ley-nu v'al kol yis-ra-el, v'im-ru,
Amen. 

May God, Who ordains harmony in the Universe, grant peace to us and to all Israel. Let us say, Amen. 


XX. Our Destiny: The Fourth Cup
Conclusion of the Seder
We drink the fourth cup of wine as we conclude our Seder with hope and with joy. We acknowledge the challenge before us: to bring freedom to all who are captive and to bring peace to our world. 


Ba-ruch A-ta, A-do-nai E-lo-hei-nu Me-lech ha-o-lam bo-rei p'ri ha-ga-fen. 

We praise You, God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who creates the fruit of the vine. 


L'sha-na Ha-ba-ah b'yru-sha-la-yim! 

Next year in Jerusalem! Next year may all be free! 

"Next year in Jerusalem!" has always been the message of hope for our people. 
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